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Domestic Violence
Domestic Abuse

Intimate Partner Abuse/Spouse Abuse

Child Abuse

Elder Abuse

Family Member Abuse

Persons are related

Kinds of Abuse

Physical

Verbal/Emotional

Financial/Economic

Sexual

Incest

Physical

Cultural/Identity

Religious/Spiritual

THE 

TERMS



Domestic ViolenceDefinition

The use or misuse of 
power and control 
over another person.



Domestic ViolenceDefinition

The use or misuse of 
power and control 
over another person.



SLAVERY
RACISM

RAPE
SPOUSE ABUSE

INCEST
TOTALITARIANISM

COMMUNISM
SEXUAL ABUSE

PATRIARCHY
MATRIARCHY

TOXIC FAITH



Do we really have 
abuse in the 
church? YES



YES

There are members 
who are abusing 
other members.



YES

There are leaders 
who are abusing 
other members.











Adventist Review Magazine 2007
René Drumm, Ph.D., is a professor of social work and chairs 
the Social Work and Family Studies Department at Southern 
Adventist University in Collegedale, Tennessee

“It is not known whether the problem of spouse abuse 
among members of the Adventist Church has grown in 
the last 20 years. But it is known that spouse abuse has 
been documented as a major problem among Adventists 
today. I have had the opportunity to be a part of three 
research endeavors investigating intimate partner violence 
(spouse abuse) among Adventists. The findings from each 
study offer evidence that our church leaders and other 
members must give even more attention to our troubled 
families. . .

http://swfs.southern.edu/faculty/facultymain.htm


Seventh-day Adventism and the 

Abuse of Women
Research paper by Esther 
Olsen, 2999

Wife Abuse: 
To the ignorant, wife abuse is something a wife has coming to 
her, 
To the naive, wife abuse is a social problem which isn't desirable 
yet is somewhat inevitable. 
To the curious, wife abuse is bizarre and occurs only in bad 
marriages. 
To Christians, wife abuse is something that happens to non-
Christians, 
To most of us, wife abuse is depressing, and we'd rather not 
think about it. "  



Adventist Review Magazine 2020
“Adventists Can Do Much to Confront Domestic Violence, Harvard Professor Says”

“Williams reported that some studies have shown that 
domestic violence is more common in small conservative 
religious groups. He pointed out that a random sample 
of a study from 2006 of 1,431 Adventists in 70 churches 
in a five-state area in the United States found 
disturbingly high levels of intimate-partner violence 
(IPV) among Adventists.”





Satan’s strategy is to use 
religion to maintain the 
pain and the stupidity 
that divides us.



It’s because of this deadly formula.

Rigid traditional family beliefs.

+
Rigid religious beliefs.

Abuse=



“Religion is harmful if its tenets 
and application create the 
conditions for and perpetuate 
gender-based discrimination.”



“. . . How did men and 
women come to believe, 
accept, and institutionalize 
gender discrimination?”



A Misinterpretation
of scripture

A blending of
Greek philosophy

with religion.



A Misinterpretation
of scripture

Genesis 1:26-28:  26 Then God said,
"Let us make human beings in our
image, to be like us. They will reign
over the fish in the sea, the birds in the
sky . . .



Genesis 1:26-28:  27 . . . So God created
human beings in his own image. In
the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.



Genesis 1:26-28: 28.  Then God blessed
them and said, "Be fruitful and
multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.
Reign over the fish in sea . . .”



Genesis 3:16:  “ . . . Your desire
will be for your husband, and
he will rule over you.”



Genesis 3:16, NIV: "To the woman he 
said, 'I will make your pains in 
childbearing very severe; with painful 
labor you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
and he will rule over you.'"

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles|Translations|NIV


A Misinterpretation
of scripture

Desire in Hebrew = It is an insatiable desire to
control another person.

As a result of sin males and females would
seek to control one another.



Proverbs 31 Ephesians 5

Before Aristotle
and Greek
philosophy

After Aristotle was
born and Greek

philosophy impacted
Christianity.  

? 1000 years



Aristotle

“Women are
inferior to men in

their ability to
reason.”

Or

Women are to
learn.   

1 Timothy 2:11

Paul



Plato
“"Being born a

woman is a divine
punishment, since a
woman is halfway

between a man and
an animal.”

Or

Women, like men,
are created in
God’s image

Paul



Aristotle Paul

"A female is a
deformed male."

Or

"Male and female
are one in Christ”

Galatians 3:28



Patsy Simmers, holding ENIAC board
Mrs. Gail Taylor, holding EDVAC board

 Mrs. Milly Beck, holding ORDVAC board
 Mrs. Norma Stec, holding BRLESC-I board.



Two women wiring the right
side of the ENIAC with a
new program



Questions
What are some earliest 
signs of abuse?

Too much too soon

Intrusive and controlling

Isolation

Possessiveness and jealousy

Easy to get angry

How he treats his mother/her father

Alcohol or drug use

Blame others



Questions

Do abusive people 
display abusive 
behavior in public?

NO The abuser controls you by keeping it a secret and 

sometimes threaten to harm you if you tell someone.



Questions

What are some signs 
that a person may be a 
victim of domestic 
violence?



Some signs of physical abuse include:

• Black eyes
• Bruises on the arms
• Busted lips
• Red or purple marks on the neck
• Sprained wrists

• Some emotional signs:
• Agitation, anxiety, or constant apprehension
• Changes in sleep habits (sleeping too much or not enough)
• Developing a drug or alcohol problem
• Extremely apologetic or meek
• Loss of interest in daily activities
• Low self-esteem
• Seeming fearful
• Symptoms of depression
• Talking about or attempting suicide



Behavioral signs of abuse:

• Becomes reserved and distant
• Begins isolating themselves by cutting off contacts with friends and 

family members
• Cancels appointments or meetings with you at the last minute
• Drops out of activities they would usually enjoy
• Exhibits excessive privacy concerning their personal life or the person 

with whom they're in a relationship
• Is often late to work or other appointments



Questions
Why would an abused 
wife stay?

• They cannot leave.  The family or church members do not believe their story.

• Shame. 

• Some women believe children need their fathers. 

• Women genuinely love their husbands and hope they will change.

• Women are told if they change their behavior, the abuse will stop.

• They are raised to believe divorce is wrong and marriage should be kept intact at 

all costs. 

• Some women’s identity is dependent on their husbands’. They were taught they 

need a man to be "whole." 



Questions
Why would an abused 
husband stay?

Denial: He may feel her abuse is caused by her emotional personality, PMS, or other 

hormone fluctuations. He decides to ignore her abuse because he loves her and 

wants the relationship to continue.

Love: In spite of the abuse, he may find enough good in the relationship to "make 

up" for the abuse. Often men do not see the pain and problems in marriage as easily 

as wives do. Men are usually quicker to forgive and forget.

Financial: He may stay, not because he wouldn't be able to support himself, but 

because of the prospect of paying child support and alimony or dividing the marital 

assets. He may choose to stay until the children are grown and then leave.



Questions
Why would an abused 
husband stay?

Fear: While a man may stay out of fear, it is more often fear of what she will do to herself, 

rather than what she might do to him. Abusive women often threaten suicide if her partner 

leaves. Additionally, she may have threatened to make trouble for him at his job.

Insulation: It may be easier for a man to avoid or ignore abusive incidents if he has a 

demanding job, or reasons to be away from home regularly.

He Needs Her: Most men are raised to depend on women to "take care of them." These 

women would keep their clothes clean and cook their food. In addition, they need the 

women to satisfy their sexual needs. Some men have low self esteem, made worse by an 

abusive wife. To avoid sharing their pain and answering many questions, they stay and 

"rough it out."



Questions
How can you help someone 
who is being abused?

• Listen

• Believe the victim

• Do not judge or accuse

• Be a friend

• Help the victim find resources for help

• Be confidential



Questions
How can the victim of abuse 
safely find help?

• Call a trusted, trained professional

• Call the Crisis Center  -- 328-0922

• Call the police



Questions
What if the abuser is a 
police officer?

• Call the Crisis Center – 328-0922

• Call a trusted friend.

• Call an officer or a higher level you 

can trust.

• Do not pick a fight.



Questions

What can victims do?
• Prepare an urgent get-away bag.

• Secure all important documents.

• Do not leave your purse casually 

hanging around.

• Make extra copies of the house and 

car keys.



What can the 
church do?



1. Speak out against all forms of abuse and injustice.

2. Admit that there is domestic violence and plan to do something 

about it.

3. Stop focusing on the headship of the male.  Instead use term 

like partnership, companionship and oneness.

4. Be willing to examine its own teachings or methodologies that 

treat women and second-class citizens. 

5. Get training how to respond to women in abusive relationships.

6. Examine ways how to help abusive men and boys.

7. Stop harboring the abuser.
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